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CHAPTER XVI.
WTTTT/TC Csesar -was struggling with the Senate for leave to complete the conquest of Gaul, fresh work was preparing for him there     Young Pubkus Grassus, before he went to Italy, had wintered with  the  seventh  legion   in Buttany     The Breton tribes had nominally made their submission, and Crassus had  desired them to supply his commissariat     They had given hostages for their good behavior,  and  moat of them were  ready to obey The Veneti, the most important of the coast clans, refused.    They induced the rest to pin them.    They seized the Roman, officers whom Crassus had sent among them, and they then offered to exchange their prisoners for their countrymen whom the  Romans held in pledge.    The legions might be u resistible on land, but the Veneti believed that  their position was impregnable to an attack on  the  land side Their homes were on the Bay of Quiberon and on the creeks and estuaries between the mouth of the Loire and Brest.   Their villages were built on piom-ontones,  cut off  at high tide from the mainland, approachable only by water, and not by water except in shallow vessels of small draught which could be grounded safely on the mud    The population were sailors and fishermen.   They were ingenious and industrious, and they earned on a considerable tiade m the Bay of Biscay and in the British Channel    They had ships capable of facing the heavy seas which